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8 Stages of Genocide

1. Classification
2. Symbolization
3. Dehumanization
4. Organization
5. Polarization
6. Preparation
7. Extermination
8. Denial



Classification
1. ‘Us versus them’
2. Distinguish by nationality, ethnicity, race, or religion
3. Classification is a primary method of dividing society 

and creating a power struggle between groups



Symbolization

Provide a symbol to distinguish the 
divided groups

Based on:

1. Names: Jew, German, Hutu, Tutsi
2. Languages
3. Types of dress
4. Colors and religious symbols



Dehumanization

1. One group denies the 
humanity of another group, 
and makes the victim group 
seem subhuman

2. Members of the victim group 
are described as animals, 
vermin and diseases.

3. Justifies murder by calling 
it ethnic cleansing or 
purificationKangura Newspaper, Rwanda: “The 

Solution for Tutsi Cockroaches”



Organization
1. Genocide is a group 

crime, so it must be 
organized

2. The state usually 
organizes, arms, and 
financially supports the 
groups that conduct the 
genocidal massacres

3. Plans are made by elites 
for a ‘final solution’ of 
genocidal killings



Polarization
1. Extremists drive the groups apart

a. Hate groups broadcast and print 
polarizing propaganda

2. Laws are passed that forbid 
intermarriage or social 
interaction

3. Political moderates are silenced, 
threatened and intimidated, and 
killed

4. Attacks are staged and blamed on 
targeted groups
a. Cultural centers of targeted groups 

attacked



Preparation
1. Members of victim groups are forced 

to wear identifying symbols
2. Death lists are made
3. Victims are separated because of 

their ethnic or religious identity
4. Segregation into ghettos is imposed, 

victims are forced into concentration 
camps

5. Victims are deported to famine-struck 
regions for starvation

6. Weapons for killing are stock-piled
7. Extermination camps are even built. 



Extermination
1. Extermination begins
2. Becomes the mass killing 

legally called ‘genocide’
3. Most genocide is committed 

by governments
4. It is viewed as 

extermination because the 
killers don’t believe their 
victims are fully human
a. They are cleansing society of 

impurities, disease, animals, 
vermin, or enemies.



Denial
1. Denial is always found in genocide both during and after it
2. Continuing denial is among the surest indicators of further 

genocidal massacres.
3. Denial extends the crime of genocide to future generations of 

victims. It is a continuation of the intent to destroy the 
group.

4. Destruction of any evidence happens                            
with denial

5. Claim the deaths were inadvertent
a. Blame out of control forces for the                                    

killings
b. Blame the deaths on ancient ethnic                                

conflicts



Genocides

1. Holocaust
2. War in Darfur
3. Armenian Genocide
4. Stalin’s Great Purge
5. Cambodian Genocide
6. Rwandan Genocide



United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Website

https://www.ushmm.org/



Evidence of Genocide in Myanmar

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xom0JJZy7TQ

