
Unit 1: Renaissance and Ming 
Dynasty



Day 1



Starter

 

 What do you know about the black plague?



Note Taking



This is not note taking...1



WOOO! CORNELL NOTES
•Most important information in 

the right hand column, details 
in the left. Right hand filled out 
afterwards. 
• Tarzan language. Bullets.
•Summary at the bottom
•Checked randomly for 

completion
•Help on quizzes





Origins

● In 1346 plague struck the Mongol armies as they were laying siege 
to a Black Sea port

● According to legend, Mongol soldiers catapulted the bodies of those 
who died of the plague over the city walls thus spreading the disease 
to their enemies. 

● Infected rats and fleas made their way onto ships leaving the port for 
Europe. 

● As sailors voyaged to their destinations in the Mediterranean Sea, 
they were bitten by flea during the journey thus spreading the 
disease to humans.



The Plague Arrives
● Arrived in England during the summer of 1348
● The following autumn it spread quickly through the Southwest.
● Spread quickly during the winter of 1348-1349 to the north of 

England
● By 1350, nearly the whole of Britain was infected with the 

plague
● End of 1351 nearly 25  million people died of the plague
● The plague affected all social classes, from                          

peasants to royalty.



Symptoms

·      Symptoms of bubonic plague include: 
fever, gangrene, chills, cramps, seizures, 
and painful swelling of the lymph glands 
called buboes.

·      Most people who contracted the plague 
died within days.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BIe7Fbgb24g


Effect of the Black death

● Europe’s economy took a major hit because a substantial portion of its 
working class died of plague. Those who survived had marketable skills and 
demanded higher pay.

● Land was bought by those with money and created a new and more efficient 
system of labor that required fewer workers. 

● Europe’s feudalistic society would be altered as a result of the millions who 
died  during the 4-year epidemic, allowing peasants to move into the cities 
and fill manufacturing positions left unoccupied from the the death of 
workers. 

● These things combined essentially ended the feudal system.



Flagellation

·  Across the world, people struggled to 
make sense of the pandemic. To give just 
one example, flagellation, a religious 
practice of whipping oneself for penance, 
grew in popularity during the Black Death.



Central Historical Question:

How did people in the 14th century 
understand the black death?



Sourcing



Close Reading



Corroboration







SUMMARIZE NOTES


