
Unit 2

Exploration and Columbian Exchange



Day 1



Starter: Pick up notebook from  my chair

In a paragraph or two describe 
what is the difference between 
“discovery” and “invasion”.



Pre-Assessment

1. Name at least 3 major explorers from the Age of Exploration time period
2. Who was the first person to discover the Americas?
3. Why did countries start exploring in the first place? What was their motivation?
4. What is the Columbian Exchange?
5. Which countries colonized the Americas?



Cost of Spices

• Cinnamon: 
– Price per pound today: % of a workday
– Price per pound in :  workdays

• Cloves
– Price per pound today: % of a workday
– Price per pound in :  .  workdays

• Black Pepper
– Price per pound today:  % of a workday
– Price per pound in :  workdays



Traditional Eurasian Trade Routes



The Pain of 
Exploring



MOTIVATIONS FOR EXPLORING

1. Why would anyone volunteer to be a part of these 
explorations? 

2. Why would governments becomes so obsessed with 
the spice trade? 



Motivations for most of history?

God 
Gold 
Glory



Background 
Spanish/Portuguese 
Exploration



Spanish and Portuguese Exploration

▪ Beginning in 1400’s, desire to 
explore called 3 G’s (Gold, God, 
Glory)

▪ Wanted trade controlled by Italy 
and Arabs for three centuries

▪ Spices most valued item

▪ Quicker route to Asia meant they 
could take out middleman (Arabs, 
Italians)



Why now?
▪ New technology – compass, faster ships, 

astrolabe, better mapmaking skills made 
traveling by ship easier, safer

▪Most new technology came from Muslims and 
Chinese

▪ Sparked by Renaissance curiosity and 
sense of adventure

▪ Desire to spread Christianity

▪ Europeans saw this as their sacred duty to 
convert others



Vasco da Gama
Occupation: Explorer 

Born:  in Sines, 
Portugal 

Died: December ,  
in Kochi, India 

Best known for: The first 
European to sail from 
Europe to India around 
Africa



Hero, diplomat, terrorist, or explorer?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oFIyuYPP6PE


Christopher Columbus

What do you know about Christopher Columbus?

Think, Pair, Share

Was he a hero, diplomat, terrorist, or explorer?



Ferdinand Magellan
Born: Fernão de Magalhães  Sabrosa, 
Trás-os-Montes e Alto Douro, Portugal

Died: April ,  (aged – ) Kingdom of 
Mactan (now Lapu-Lapu City, Philippines)

Nationality: Portuguese

Known for: The first circumnavigation of the 
Earth, from Europe to East, and to West; for the 
first expedition from Europe to Asia by the 
West; and for captaining the first expedition 
across the Atlantic Ocean to the Strait of 
Magellan and across the Pacific Ocean

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sabrosa_Municipality
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tr%C3%A1s-os-Montes_e_Alto_Douro_Province
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Portugal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mactan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lapu-Lapu_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portuguese_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circumnavigation


Hero, diplomat, terrorist, or explorer?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pM-igYjn6E4


Hernan Cortez
OCCUPATION: Military Leader, 
Explorer

BIRTH DATE: c. 

DEATH DATE: December , 

PLACE OF BIRTH: Medellín, Spain

PLACE OF DEATH: Castilleja de la 
Cuesta, Spain

KNOWN FOR: Conquering the Aztec 
.

http://www.biography.com/people/groups/military-leaders
http://www.biography.com/people/groups/famous-explorers
http://www.biography.com/people/groups/born-1485
http://www.biography.com/people/groups/died-on-december-02
http://www.biography.com/people/groups/died-1547
http://www.biography.com/people/groups/birth-city-medell-xc3-xadn
http://www.biography.com/people/groups/born-in-spain
http://www.biography.com/people/groups/death-city-castilleja-de-la-cuesta
http://www.biography.com/people/groups/death-city-castilleja-de-la-cuesta
http://www.biography.com/people/groups/died-in-spain


Francisco Pizarro
NAME: Francisco Pizarro

OCCUPATION: Explorer

BIRTH DATE: c. 

DEATH DATE: June , 

PLACE OF BIRTH: Trujillo, Spain

PLACE OF DEATH: Lima, Peru

KNOWN FOR: Conquering the Inca Empire

http://www.biography.com/people/groups/famous-explorers
http://www.biography.com/people/groups/born-1476
http://www.biography.com/people/groups/died-on-june-26
http://www.biography.com/people/groups/died-1541
http://www.biography.com/people/groups/birth-city-trujillo
http://www.biography.com/people/groups/born-in-spain
http://www.biography.com/people/groups/death-city-lima
http://www.biography.com/people/groups/died-in-peru


Hero, diplomat, terrorist, or explorer?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j-Px6ZG_NDQ


Europeans Explore the East▪ Spain Also Makes Claims

▪ 1492 Spain sent Christopher Columbus to find a route to Asia by sailing west 

across the Atlantic

▪ Columbus thought he reached the Indies, really opened the way for European 

colonization of the Americas

▪ Immediate impact was that it increased tension between Spain and Portugal 



Write to Learn
Write a letter to a monarch asking them to fund your 
expedition to the New World or to India. Why should they 
support you? Why do you want to go?

OR

You’re a European writing to his wife about what it is like to 
be a sailor and why you chose to do be one. 

This is low pressure, but do your best work



Ender: Invasion or Discovery?

Choose a side-Was the Age of Exploration a period of Invasion or a period of 
Discovery? Why? 



Crash Course

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NjEGncridoQ

