
Unit 5

World Wars



Day 2



Starter April 12th 
What were the M.A.I.N. causes of the war?



The spark that started the war
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEGVcSpfM9k
● Why did Serbians hate the Austro-Hungarian Empire?

○ They had been fighting over Bosnia for 40 years
○ Austro-Hungary had been cutting off supplies of pork to Serbia
○ Serbians believed that some of the people in the A-H empire should have their own nation-The 

Slavs
○ There were rumors that the Austro-Hungarians were going to try to conquer Serbia

● Why did Russia care about a fight between Serbians and Austro-Hungary?
○ They had a large Slavic population-Nationalism
○ They had an alliance with Serbia

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEGVcSpfM9k


Domino Effect
Austria blamed Serbia for Ferdinand’s death and declared 

war on Serbia. 

Germany pledged their support for Austria -Hungary.

Russia pledged their support for Serbia.



Domino Effect
Germany declares war on Russia. 

France pledges their support for Russia. 

Germany declares war on France. 

Germany invades Belgium on the way to France. 

Great Britain supports Belgium and declares war on Germany. 



Allied Powers Central Powers

World 
War I

Great Britain
Germany (the flag at the time)

France

Russia (Flag before the revolution) Ottoman Empire

Austro-Hungarian



Overview of WWI
● What are other names for WWI?

○ The Great War, The War to End All Wars
● When was WWI?

○ 1914-1918
● When did the U.S. join?

○ 1917
● What side did Russia fight on? Italy?

○ The Allied Powers
● How many died?

○ 9 million soldiers and 7 million civilians
● What were major effects of WWI?

○ The Russian Bolshevik Revolution of 1917
○ World War Two

● Who won WWI?
○ The Allied Powers



What is happening in 
the following images?



















What set “The Great War” apart from other wars?

● New Technology
● Trench Warfare
● Propaganda
● Casualty Rates
● The end of the war-The Treaty of Versailles



Poster Presentations 
Steps:

1. Every person read over the material on your subject (7 minute reading period)
2. Decide as a group the top 3-5 points from your readings
3. Discuss what is the best way to teach those 3-5 points
4. Decide what images you want to draw on your poster. You need 3 large images
5. Everyone contributes to create a poster that teaches your subject (25 minutes 

from start of activity to create poster)
6. Everyone speaks when presenting to class-Your presentation should be at least 

3 minutes long
7. Hang poster in the hallway


